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Craft Brew Fans Love the 

Pub Pass 

It’s no secret that Tampa Bay has 

transformed into a craft beer haven. 

Tampa and our neighbors in St. Pete 

are both brimming with craft beer 

inspiration. We are fortunate to have 

the  craft brewery, Two Henrys 

Brewing right here in Plant City. 

 

For only $25, PubPass is a small book 

you can purchase that gets you a beer at 

25 great bars and breweries in the 

Tampa Bay area. And it’s good for the 

entire year so you can explore at your 

own pace. 

PubPass is valid for one beer at each 

participating bar or brewery. Certain 

beers may be excluded, but each bar 

will have a great selection. 

It is easy to use, simply show your 

PubPass to the bartender and order a 

beer of your choice. They’ll stamp or 

sign that bar's page and hand you a cold 

one. You'll smile, thank them and leave 

a nice tip. That’s just the kind of person 

you are. Generous. Smart. Hip. It's why 

you got a PubPass, after all! 

For more information, visit 

www.getpubpass.com. 

Some Participating spots include: 

 81Bay Brewing, 4465 West 

Gandy Boulevard, Tampa 

 Big Storm Brewing, 12707 

49th Street North, Tampa 

 The Brew Bus, 4101 North 

Florida Avenue, Tampa 

 c. 1949, 6905 North Orleans 

Avenue, Tampa 

 James Joyce Irish Pub, 1724 

East 8th Avenue, Tampa 

 London Calling, 1213 West 

Waters Avenue, Tampa 

 Mastry’s Brewing Company, 

7701 Blind Pass Road, St. Pete 

Beach 

 McAuley’s Pub, 1584 Central 

Avenue, St. Pete 

 Mermaid Tavern, 6719 North 

Nebraska Avenue, Tampa 

 Pinellas Ale Works, 1962 1st 

Avenue South, St. Pete 

 Red Star Rock Bar, 5210 North 

Florida Avenue, Tampa 

 Rock Bros Brewing, 1901 

North 15th Street, Tampa 

 St. Pete Brewing Company, 

544 1st Avenue North, St. Pete 

 The Stein and Vine, 827 West 

Bloomingdale, Brandon 

 Tampa Bay Brewing Company, 

1600 East 9th Avenue, Tampa 

 Two Henrys Brewery, 5210 

Thonotosassa, Plant City 

 

http://www.getpubpass.com/
http://81baybrewco.com/
https://www.bigstormbrewery.com/
http://www.brewbususa.com/
http://c1949.com/
http://www.jamesjoyceybor.com/
http://mastrysbrewingco.com/
http://www.mcauleyspub.com/
https://www.mermaidtaverntampa.com/
https://www.pawbeer.com/
http://www.redstarrockbar.com/
https://rockbrothersbrewing.com/
http://www.stpetebrewingcompany.com/
http://www.thesteinandvine.com/
http://www.tampabaybrewingcompany.com/
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Just a Thought…  
 
By: Christine 
Wynne-
Andrade 
Editor 

 

 

Well, it’s graduation time again. There 

are about 1,100 students graduating 

from our Plant City high schools this 

year. High school seniors are 

celebrating their accomplishments with 

graduation ceremonies and parties. Let 

me be one of the many who say 

“congratulations!”  

This month also celebrates all fathers 

on Father’s Day. 

Fathers young, fathers old 

Remembering good times are our gold.  

 

Value earned through guidance given 

Helping us go forth in living'.  

 

Each father adding to our trove 

A treasure chest of love untold.  

 

Remembering father in our lives 

Taking time to realize.  

 

Fatherly love brings wealth to living 

Remembering this we go forth in 

giving.  

 

Fathers young, fathers old 

We remember you all 

As life unfolds. 

Ragini 

 

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 

PLANT CITY DINING & 

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE 

ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED 

STATES, $10 PER YEAR 

 

Have your copy reserved and 

delivered directly to your home or 

business for just $10 per year 

anywhere in the U.S.  That is less 

than $1 per issue.  Plus we will put 

you on our premium e-mail list for 

the latest, up to date specials, offers 

and "what's happening" in the Plant 

City region. Subscriptions make 

great gifts. 

If you give the Guide as a gift, we 

will send your gift recipient a card 

letting them know that the gift was 

from you.  Just complete the form 

below and mail to: 4303 Reynolds 

Oaks Place, Plant City, FL  33563. 

Recipient Name:   

Recipient Email:  

Recipient Address:   

  

Your Name:  

Message:  
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          Plant City Entertainment 
Presents… 

 

 

OPENS JULY 13, 2018 

In this musical version of The Princess and the Pea, Princess 

Winnifred is an ungainly, brash girl competing for the hand of Prince 

Dauntless, whose domineering mother Queen Aggravain has declared 

he must marry a “true” princess before anyone else in the kingdom 

can marry. 

Direction by Kristen Permenter 

Musical Direction by Michael M. Mercer 

Choreography by Doug Buffaloe 
 

 All performances held at the Plant City Entertainment, Inc. Theater, 101 N. 

Thomas Street, Plant City, FL 33563 

To purchase tickets online & for more information, visit: www.pceshows.com 

Tickets are also available for purchase at the door 

ADULTS (18-59) – $18 

SENIORS (60+ with ID) – $14 

STUDENTS (under 18) – $14 

GROUPS OF 10+ – $12 (only available in advance at Hardee’s Fashions) 

PCE MEMBERS – $12 (only available at Hardee’s and at the door) 

 

 

http://www.pceshows.com/
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          Valrico Village Players 
Presents… 

 
“Boeing Boeing,” opening June 

8 at the Valrico Village Players, 

is a hearty comedy about serial 

bachelor Bernard – an American 

expatriate living in Paris, 

France. Bernard keeps his love 

life from getting stale by 

maintaining engagements to 

three unsuspecting fiancées. 

All of Bernard’s fiancées are 

airline stewardesses for 

competing airlines. By tracking 

the three lady loves’ travel 

schedules, Bernard is able to 

keep the three from ever 

meeting… until the airlines 

begin employing the use of 

Boeing aircraft, cutting down 

travel times and creating a 

nightmare scenario in which all three stewardesses are in town at the same 

time. 

As Bernard, Rian Jairell fits the bill well as the handsome playboy toying 

with the emotions of the three stewardess fiancées – one from America, 

one from Italy and one from Germany. 

The play will open in June at the James McCabe Theater & will run for 3 

weekends. Other show dates & times will include...June 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 

17, 22 and 23.  Doors open at 7:30 pm Curtain is at 8:00 pm. 

There will be 2 Matinees...Doors open at 2:30 pm Curtain at 3:00 pm. 

 

Tickets are: $18 for General Admission, Seniors, Students & Military with 

ID $ 15, Groups of 10 or more $15 each. ...call our box office for reserved 

seating prepaid in advance... 480-3147 or our information line  813-643-

8292 or visit www.thevillageplayersvalrico.com 
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  Social Scene 
 

 

 Bluegrass Jam 

June 2– 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

Krazy Kup - 101 E J Arden Mays 

Boulevard 

 Garden Club Wine & Floral Design 

June 7– 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Keel and Curley Winery 

 Adult Summer Reading Kick Off 

Party with the Fifth Gear Band 

June 9 – 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Bruton Memorial Library 

 Strawberry Classic Car Show  

June 16 – 4:00 p.m. 

Historic Downtown  

 Main Street Hot Coffee Series 

June 26 – 7:45 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Krazy Kup - 101 E J Arden Mays 

Boulevard 

 Food Truck Rally 

June 29 – 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

McCall Park 

 Live Music 

Thursdays 8:00 p.m  - midnight 

1916 Irish Pub 

 Live Music 

Friday & Saturday 7:00 -11:00pm 

Sundays 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Keel & Curley Winery 

 Plant City Connections Networking 

Tuesdays – 7:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

Panera Bread 

  
 

Spa, Spray Tan, Nails  

Services include Facials , Pedicures,  Manicures, Gel 
Nails, Spray Tan and Waxing   

** Call Sloan  at 813 -393-6417 for new client specials **  

1513 James L. Redman Pkwy, Suite 102A,  Plant City  
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Making Cents 

Kids and Money 

Part one – Defining “Rich” as Breathing Room 

Parents have one of the greatest 

challenges out there. Money and 

financial wellness are crucial to 

ensuring your child’s future, and add to 

this challenge. This isn’t just about 

saving for tuition or investment 

planning — but how do you talk to 

your kids about money and teach them 

the financial lessons we have learned 

the hard way?  Imagine if someone had 

taught you the basics of finance and 

budgeting when you were a teenager.  

How different would your life be now?  

Would you be able to retire early?  

Would you have your mortgage paid 

off and have money in the bank for a 

couple of nice vacations each year?   

I do not make any money by publishing 

the Plant City Dining & Entertainment 

Guide, rather it is a passion for me. I 

publish the Guide every month as a 

way to give back to my community and 

share my experiences and expertise 

with others. I have two main areas of 

expertise. The first is travel stories and 

advice.  I have been a part time travel 

writer for more than twenty years. My 

other area of expertise is finance and 

investing.  I studied finance as part of 

my college degree.  I worked hard and 

invested at least 10% of my salary for 

twenty years.  I was fortunate to have 

been able to retire from the corporate 

world three years ago at the age of 43. 

Now I work part time doing the type of 

work I enjoy. I am passionate about 

helping others reach their financial 

goals. This is the reason I publish 

this column every month. 

For the next few issues, I will 

concentrate on Kids and Money.  This 

is the first part of the series.  You can 

find every issue of the Guide that has 

been published under the “Archives” 

section on our website.  

www.plantcityguide.com. Feel free to 

contact me if you would like more 

information. 

If you asked your children to define the 

word rich, what do you think they 

would say? What’s surprising is that 

their answer, at its core, would be 

largely the same at any age including 

most adults, “Rich is the accumulation 

of stuff.” The child may say, “lots of 

toys” or “mounds of candy” or “a giant 

house with a swimming pool.” The 

adult may say, “a million dollar 

income” or “the ability to eat out every 

night” or “a giant house with a 

swimming pool.” It is all the same – 

more and more stuff. 

There are two problems inhrent with 

this definition. A definition, by the 

way, that is repeatedly sounded by 

every magazine, movie or TV show we 

come across. The first problem with the 

‘accumulation of stuff’ definition is the 

appetite mentality it promotes. An 

appetite is never fully and finally 

satisfied. Therefore, this definition has 

a constantly moving and unattainable 

target. For example, will you ever 

expect to hear your child say, “No more 

toys, mom. I’m good. I think I have all  

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p0DH.JVCm0APaeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZjZjYzRvBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiZTY5MjZmYmM5ZTFmNzUyOTQ3NGY4OGNlMjk2MjMzYgRncG9zAzcEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DMoney%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dyfp-t-700%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D7&w=253&h=350&imgurl=blogs.mcall.com/.a/6a00d8341c4fe353ef0147e233487c970b-800wi&rurl=http://blogs.mcall.com/.a/6a00d8341c4fe353ef0147e233487c970b-popup&size=27.3KB&name=Dollar-signs-<b>money-clip-art</b>-thumb2184272&p=Money+Clip+Art&oid=be6926fbc9e1f7529474f88ce296233b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-700&tt=Dollar-signs-<b>money-clip-art</b>-thumb2184272&b=0&ni=120&no=7&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=1226amanr&sigb=12s0l685b&sigi=11rrp7e15&sigt=11fu9m439&sign=11fu9m439&.crumb=CtkhVTRCttZ&fr=yfp-t-700
https://alleninvestments.com/personal-wealth-management-solutions/#personal-education
https://alleninvestments.com/personal-wealth-management-solutions/#personal-investment
https://alleninvestments.com/personal-wealth-management-solutions/#personal-investment
http://www.plantcityguide.com/
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that I need from here on out.” Think 

about this, if someone told you as a 

teenager that someday you would have 

what your current household income is 

today, your teenager-self would be 

excited about the prospect of so much 

money. Yet you do not feel that way 

today. This phenomenon is the appetite 

mentality. No matter what you have, 

you always want more. 

The second problem with the current 

definition is the ceiling it can 

subconsciously manifest. Most kids 

will think you need to be a doctor, 

lawyer or business owner to have the 

income needed to be rich in the first 

place. Why would we want to allow 

our children to carry a definition that 

they may see as an impediment for 

them to attain or fulfill without a 

specific title? 

Time for a new definition that doesn’t 

suggest that only certain stratospheres 

of income can reach it. Let’s define rich 

in such a way that allows our kids to 

achieve the mark and feel emotional 

benefit. To that end, here is your new 

definition of rich: 

Rich is having breathing room in 

your finances. Rich is spending less 

than your income. 

Let’s look at it from a different 

perspective… 

Imagine you are at the Grand Canyon. 

You’re standing on the edge of a cliff 

with your toes hanging over and a 

strong tailwind behind you. Where is 

your focus? All of your being is 

concentrating on not falling. You can’t 

relate to anything going on around you 

and you certainly can’t relax. 

But what if you were 30 feet away from 

the edge? You’re enjoying the majesty 

of the site before you, aware of your 

surroundings and relaxed. Why? 

Because you have margin, room 

between you and the chasm. Our new 

definition of rich centers on the quality 

of life and the emotional benefits of 

having distance between income and 

spending.  Therefore, Rich equals 

breathing room. 

Not constantly being financially 

strapped not only gives breathing room, 

but it gives a better quality of life.  If 

you have a savings account for 

emergencies, you will not be stressed 

when an unexpected expense arises.  

You will not have to pay for that 

expense with your credit card and thus 

put yourself further into debt. 

You will also not need to work as hard.  

Instead of having to work overtime to 

pay the bills, you can take a few 

vacations a year and relax and enjoy 

life.  Or perhaps, you can take that art 

class you have been wanting to take.  

 

 

 

We are looking for local 

business sponsors.  For 

either $25 or $50, your 

business will be the featured 

business of the month with 

either a half or full page 

feature.  
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If You Can’t Beat Them, then Eat Them 

By:  Anthony Andrade 

You are probably wondering about the 

unusual title of this article. The title 

comes from Whole Foods motto for 

their Lionfish outreach effort. 

Local divers off the coast of North 

Carolina were not expecting to see 

what they found one day in August 

2002--the exotic and beautiful Lionfish, 

native to the warm waters of the 

western Pacific, but unknown at that 

time as residents of the Carolina coast. 

They provided the first solid evidence 

that Lionfish were in the Atlantic--an 

actual specimen that they collected.  

A year later, scientists had documented 

19 Lionfish sightings at eight locations 

along the North Carolina continental 

shelf. By then, Lionfish were also 

being observed off the coasts of 

Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. 

Since then, many more United States 

divers have reported sightings of the 

distinctive fish in hundreds of 

locations. 

The Lionfish is a non-native, highly 

invasive saltwater ornamental aquarium 

fish that were likely released on 

purpose when people no longer wanted 

them as aquarium pets in the 1990’s. 

The swift and warm Gulf Stream 

current, which likely transported 

buoyant lionfish eggs and larvae from 

Florida northward, helped the lionfish's 

Atlantic journey. In Florida waters and 

along the continental shelf near the 

Gulf Stream the temperatures are very 

similar to the lionfish's native waters. 

Lionfish have become a major 

 

ecological threat to salt water fish, 

especially as their population has now 

expanded to the Gulf of Mexico, the 

Caribbean and the U.S. coast from 

Florida to the Carolinas. They grow to 

18 inches long and will eat any sea 

creature they can find. Studies show 

that the Lionfish reduce native 

Caribbean reef fish populations by up 

to 70% due to their voracious appetite 

for juvenile fish.  

In their native Pacific environment, 

sharks and parasites keep their numbers 

in check. However, these fish have no 

predators or natural controls in Florida 

or the Caribbean. There are no native 

fish in Florida or the Carolinas that will 

eat the Lionfish due to the stinging 

spines on their fins. Their meat, 

however, is not poisonous.  Lionfish 

fillets are similar in taste to Red 

Snapper, white, firm and sweet. 

The popular food chain Whole Foods 

recognized that a solution to the 

Lionfish invasion problem was to 

develop a market for these very tasty 

invaders.  

 

 

 

https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/stories/lionfish/glossary.html#e2
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/stories/lionfish/glossary.html#c
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/stories/lionfish/glossary.html#c
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Whole Foods teamed up with various 

organizations such as Reef Rangers to 

start Lionfish spearfishing derbies 

around Florida. Thus far, their efforts 

with local spear fisherman have enabled 

the commercial development of Lionfish 

as an environmentally responsible 

seafood source to sell at their stores. 

Foodies now have access to locally 

caught, sustainable, delicious and 

reasonably priced fish.  Eating Lionfish 

provides the opportunity to be 

environmental stewards. When life gives 

you lemons, make ceviche.   

By the way, we tried some delicious 

Lionfish ceviche at the Lionfish Festival 

held annually at the Loggerhead 

Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, 

Florida. The annual Lionfish Festival, in 

partnership with Reef Environmental 

Education Foundation (REEF), features a 

culinary competition, free lionfish 

tastings, filet demonstrations and festival 

fun for the whole family. It is a great 

way to learn more about the Lionfish. 

The next festival will be held on 

Saturday, August 5, 2018.  For more 

information, visit www.marinelife.org. 

While you are in town, we suggest you 

stay at the Holiday Inn Express located 

at 13950 U.S. Highway 1, Juno Beach, 

FL 33408.  The resort is located within 

walking distance of the Loggerhead 

Marinelife Center.  All rooms include a 

patio or balcony and a complimentary 

breakfast is included. For more 

information visit https://www.ihg.com or 

call (561) 622-4366. 

The State of Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission supports 

 

 

Lionfish eradication efforts and 

hosts Lionfish spearfishing derbies 

and other events across the state.  

This year’s Challenge begins on 

Lionfish Removal and Awareness 

Day, May 19, and will run through 

September 3. Thanks to sponsors, this 

year’s Challenge will include a new 

tagged-lionfish component. Catch an 

FWC-tagged lionfish and win up to 

$5,000. Non-cash prizes, such as 

GoPro cameras, tumblers by Engel 

Coolers, puncture-resistant gloves by 

TurtleSkin, customized towels and 

more, will also be awarded to 

participants who remove and submit 

lionfish, tagged or not. 

The participants who remove the most 

lionfish in the recreational and 

commercial categories will be 

crowned the 2018 Recreational 

Lionfish King/Queen and the 

Commercial Champion. For more 

information on registering, visit 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accou

nts/FLFFWCC/bulletins/1ead838. 

Additional information can be found 

at www.reefrangers.com 

 

 

 

http://www.marinelife.org/
https://www.ihg.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLFFWCC/bulletins/1ead838
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLFFWCC/bulletins/1ead838
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The Best Daddy 

By: J. Grant Swank Jr. 
Father's Day is a celebration honoring 

fathers and celebrating fatherhood, 

paternal bonds, and the influence of 

fathers in society. In Catholic Europe, 

it has been celebrated on March 19 (St. 

Joseph's Day) since the Middle Ages. 

This celebration was brought by the 

Spanish and Portuguese to Latin 

America, where March 19 is often still 

used for it, though many countries in 

Europe and the Americas have adopted 

the U.S. date, which is the third Sunday 

of June. 

In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson 

went to Spokane to speak at a Father's 

Day celebration
 
and he wanted to make 

it an officially recognized federal 

holiday, but Congress resisted, fearing 

that it would become commercialized. 

U.S. President Calvin Coolidge 

recommended in 1924 that the day be 

observed throughout the entire nation, 

but he stopped short at issuing a 

national proclamation. Two earlier 

attempts to formally recognize the 

holiday had been defeated by Congress. 

 In 1957, Maine Senator Margaret 

Chase Smith wrote a Father's Day 

proposal accusing Congress of ignoring 

fathers for 40 years while honoring 

mothers, thus "singling out just one of 

our two parents".
  

In 1966, President 

Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first 

presidential proclamation honoring 

fathers, designating the third Sunday in 

June as Father's Day. Six years later, 

the day was made a permanent national 

holiday when President Richard Nixon 

signed it into law in 1972. 

One evening our son Jay, who was then 

seven years old, had misbehaved, and 

we were not seeing eye-to-eye on the 

matter. I felt as if I had botched it, and I 

didn’t like the feeling at all. 

At bedtime, after Jay had climbed into 

his pajamas and curled up under the 

blankets, I sat on the edge of his bed to 

pray, as I did each night. 

Before I prayed aloud, I silently 

petitioned the Lord for the best way to 

ease the tension. Should I turn my 

prayer with Jay into a mini-lecture, 

trying to get in one last punch? Or 

should I turn tender and love the little 

fellow to pieces? Would that be 

copping out? 

Jay’s face was turned away from me, 

and I suppose that he was wondering as 

well what approach Dad would take. 

Then his big, brown eyes turned to size 

up my expression. With that, I wilted, 

and I had my answer from God. 

I closed my eyes to pray. “Dear Lord, 

thank You for Jay. You know how 

much I love him — he means the world 

to me! Thank You for giving him to us. 

May he always serve You. Now we 

thank You for this night’s sleep. Be 

near us all, and may tomorrow be a 

good day. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Jay swung his body around toward me 

and hugged me tightly around the neck. 

“Daddy,” he asked in my ear, “do you 

love me even when I am bad?” “Yes,” I 

answered. “I always love you.” With 

that he said, “You’re the best daddy in 

the world!” 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Joseph%27s_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodrow_Wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvin_Coolidge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Chase_Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Chase_Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyndon_B._Johnson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon
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Roaring Springs Splashes Into ZooTampa at Lowry Park 

ZooTampa at Lowry Park is now excited 

to announce the zoo’s most thrilling 

expansion to date with the launch of 

Roaring Springs – a wild, new water 

adventure, presented by Pinch A Penny. 

Roaring Springs will allow guests of all 

ages to discover a hidden part of Florida 

full of unexpected adventure and thrills. 

Explorers will board a boat and gently 

drift along a crystal-clear spring 

surrounded by native landscape and 

wildlife. The journey takes a sudden turn 

when the elevation drops. Guests will 

feel a rush of adrenaline as they 

experience a 3-story splashdown. The 

less adventurous can also revel in a rip-

roaring splash on the Canopy Walk 

overseeing the attraction. 

Roaring Springs will replace the former 

flume ride with a bigger and better water 

ride adventure for families to enjoy – a 

welcome and refreshing escape for the 

entire family from the Florida heat. The 

attraction is also the Zoo’s largest 

expansion in ten years. 

The journey continues as guests get back 

to nature and see a hidden part of Florida 

that remains untouched – a Florida that 

requires no filter. The area will combine 

old Florida charm with a nod to the 

original Florida cracker way of life. 

Explorers will catch a glimpse of black 

bears, alligators, panthers, Key deer and 

other native species as they trek along 

the winding Florida Trail. Along with 

the water ride, the Zoo’s Florida region 

will receive new, fresh upgrades 

expanding the Zoo’s capacity to provide 

vital care, rescue and rehabilitation to 

threatened native wildlife. 

 

 ZooTampa will continue to offer 

tremendous values on Zoo 

Memberships, featuring unique free 

guest privileges on Individual, Dual or 

Family memberships. Memberships 

offer unlimited admissions to the Zoo 

and all seasonal events for 12 full 

months from date of purchase, free 

preferred parking, discounts on 

dining, shopping, tours, and education 

programs, and free or discounted 

admissions to over 150 zoos and 

aquariums in the USA. 

The Zoo will also be bringing back 

the very popular “Pay-for-a-Day and 

Get-the-Rest-of-the-Year-Free” offer. 

For the price of a single-day adult or 

child admission, guests can come 

back to visit free as often as they wish 

through Dec. 31, 2018. All for the 

price of a single day admission – 

$34.95 adults and $25.95 children 

(ages 3-11).  Some blockout dates 

apply. 

Guests who purchase memberships or 

admissions to the Zoo are helping to 

support the zoo’s mission to protect 

and preserve wildlife. For more 

information zootampa.org/tickets. 

 

 

https://zootampa.org/press-releases/roaring-springs-splashes-into-zootampa-at-lowry-park/
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Real Stuff 

By: Mike Johnson 

 

"Rattlesnake Mountain" 

To the spectators 3,000 feet below, we 

were skilled mountaineers. Clinging to 

the south side of Rattlesnake Mountain, 

Margie and I rested, two specks of red 

just 500 feet below its summit. The 

distance prevented onlookers from 

detecting what they'd never suspect -- 

this was our first mountain climb -- and 

we were terrified. 

It sure had looked easy back in 1996. 

Visible from our driveway in Cody, 

Rattlesnake Mountain had teased us for 

weeks, soaring 3,500 feet over our then 

new northwestern Wyoming town. What 

a view it must be from the top! 

So one Sunday morning, loaded with too 

little water and too much confidence, we 

nonchalantly headed off. "We'll be back 

by lunch," we shouted to the kids, 

stepping out the door and into adventure. 

The mountain enticed us by rising 

gradually from the road, an innocent dirt 

trail leading us like birds following 

bread crumbs into its boulder field. The 

giant slabs were easy to hike and teased 

us with their promise of ever greater 

ascension. By the time the boxcar-sized 

rocks had faded into the steeper, more 

treacherous gravel field, we were three-

quarters of the way to the summit. 

We rested, and reflected. 

What had begun as a "hike" to the top, 

had subtly become a "climb" to the top. 

Initially relaxed and biting off terrain in 

hundred foot sections, we'd  

progressively turned tense, unable to 

focus farther than the next hand hold. 

Noon was arriving and the mid-day 

sun had long ago become searing. 

We'd consumed 60% of our water and 

70% of our courage, yet the summit 

remained 500 of the steepest feet 

above. Looking at our current 

position, and then at the summit, we 

saw no way to traverse the gap 

between the two. 

Yet, we knew the climb down from 

this point would be no picnic, and we 

also knew if we abandoned our ascent 

now, the mountain would forever 

mock us every time we glanced up 

from our driveway. 

What had we gotten ourselves into? 

More accurately, what had I gotten 

ourselves into? 

Margie had originally refused to take 

the arduous route I'd selected. "I'm not 

climbing up the face of a mountain, 

Mike. You always underestimate 

these things. I'm just not going to do 

it." 

"OK," I'd rationalized both to myself 

and to her, "Let's just take this easy 

trail and see where it leads. If it gets 

too spooky we'll just come back 

down." Technically that was a fib - I 

knew where it would lead all right - 

straight to the top. But inspirationally, 

I knew if I could just get her started, 

we'd both relish the accomplishment. 

3,000 feet later - more perspired than 

inspired -- we were unable to turn  
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back. She was right, I HAD 

underestimated the thing. Yet, there 

was only one way out of our pickle - 

straight up. So precarious was our 

position, we stopped focusing on the 

summit and centered instead on the 

step immediately before us. As that 

footstep held, the following one 

appeared. 

Isn't that the way life works? We see 

someone successfully standing on their 

mountain top - perhaps it's an actress, 

corporate president or superstar athlete. 

I'd like to be there too, we dream. But 

then we size up our current position as 

compared to our hero's 

accomplishment, and see no possible 

way to duplicate their level of success. 

And surrender before we even begin. 

The hidden truth of every goal is that it 

actually DOES arrive with a well-

marked trail. Our very desire to 

achieve, writes the plan to which we 

cleave. The rub is that this road map 

only reveals itself one step at a time - 

AFTER we've put ourselves on the line. 

In order to get to the mountain top, we 

have to start climbing the mountain. 

Life asks just one thing from us - take 

the first step. It then happily rewards us 

by exposing the next step. And the 

next. One at a time, all the way to the 

top. 

90 minutes later, after cresting the 

summit we'd been reaching for all 

morning, we reverently rose to our feet. 

Leaning carefully into the roaring, 

alpine winds, accepting their crispness 

as reward for our efforts, we scanned 

our town thousands of feet below. 

Somewhere down there, lay the 

driveway where our dream was  

hatched. Although we couldn't see it 

from our altitude, we knew that once 

we returned, its view would be forever 

altered. 

As we surveyed other landmarks from 

our lofty position, our eyes settled on a 

new discovery - a rocky pinnacle that 

had been invisible from the ground 

below. This higher mountain top lay 

hidden behind the summit we'd just 

traversed. 

Margie flashed a grin of recognition in 

my direction. I nodded. It was life, 

revealing its next step. 

 

Summer Reading Kickoff: 

Rockin' Red Riding Hood 

Saturday, June 2
nd

, 3:00 p.m. at the 

library. Rock along with Little Red, 

Grandma, Jack Lumber, and B.B. Wolf 

as the traditional story of LITTLE RED 

RIDING HOOD is updated in this 

"Rock Musical". The history of Rock n' 

Roll is creatively woven into the show 

as original songs progress through 

different styles- from The Blues to 

Modern Rock. A live action 

performance by the Atlantic Coast 

Theatre For Youth. For children of all 

ages. June 2
nd

 is the first day to get 

registered for our children's Summer 

Reading Club and win AWESOME 

prizes! 

 

 

"Give Us Your Ad or Event 

Listing And We'll Put Some 

Real Plant City Coverage 

Around It" 
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Library Corner 

 

 

Adult Programs 

Mahjong Class: Thursdays, June 7th, 

14th, 21
st
 and 28th from 2:00 – 4:00 

p.m. Whether you’re a first-time player 

or a seasoned expert, join us every week 

to play American mahjong!   

Rock Painting: Thursday, June 7
th
, 

7:00 p.m. What better way to show that 

"Libraries Rock" than to paint actual 

rocks while in the library! Paint a rock 

as a gift or just to enjoy at home. Rocks 

and paints will be available at the 

library (or feel free to bring your own). 

Supplies will be limited. 

Adult Summer Kickoff Event 

featuring Fifth Gear Band and artist 

Jason Shiver: Saturday, June 9
th
, 6:00 

p.m. Get ready to rock out at the 

library! Fifth Gear Band will be here 

playing all of your favorite classic 

songs from the 60's, 70's and 80's. They 

are a local band that has played multiple 

venues around the Tampa Bay area and 

it's always a great time!  Local artist 

Jason Shiver will also be here to 

showcase his pieces.  Our biggest 

sponsor, Dark Horse Music, will be 

onsite to reveal our grand prize and 

highlight all they offer in Plant City.   

Backyard Critters Series:  Bee 

Keeping: Monday, June 11
th
, 6:30 p.m. 

Ever wondered what it's like to be a bee 

keeper? Find out through this exciting 

presentation by Nancy Ham. Explore  

how all of the bees work together, 

what role the queen performs, and how 

to care for a hive. For adults. This is an 

evening you definitely want to BEE at 

the library. 

Florida Cuisine with Chef Warren:  

Thursday, June 14
th
, 7:00 p.m. Chef 

Warren shows us how to make quick 

and healthy meals using local 

ingredients.  Learn to create delicious 

meals using a variety of seafood, 

poultry and meat with locally grown 

fruits and vegetables.  For 

adults.  Please call 813-757-9215 to 

register.  
 

Morning Book Club: Before We 

Were Yours by Lisa Wingate: 

Tuesday, June 19
th
, 11:00 a.m. 

Based on the nightmares that occurred 

during the reign of Georgian Tann at 

the Memphis Tennessee Children’s 

Home, this story takes you on a 

rollercoaster of emotions.  Follow May 

and Avery, although generations apart, 

their dark family secrets will change 

both of their lives forever.  The heart 

never forgets the truth. 

Evening Book Club: Eleanor 

Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail 

Honeyman; Tuesday, June 19
th
, 7:30 

p.m.  Socially awkward Eleanor lives a 

just fine life.  She avoids social 

interactions when she can, but after 

meeting Raymond, an equally 

awkward coworker, her life begins to 

change and take on deeper meaning. 

Flutists Tour de France: Flute 

Concert: Thursday, June 21
st
, 7:00 

p.m.  Enjoy an eighth-century tour of 

French music and composers in this 

lecture and concert event.  
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Library Corner 

 

 

Children’s Programs 

Summer Reading Kickoff: Rockin' 

Red Riding Hood: Saturday, June 2
nd

, 

3:00 p.m. Rock along with Little Red, 

Grandma, Jack Lumber, and B.B. Wolf 

as the traditional story of LITTLE 

RED RIDING HOOD is updated in 

this "Rock Musical". The history of 

Rock n' Roll is creatively woven into 

the show as original songs progress 

through different styles- from The 

Blues to Modern Rock. A live action 

performance by the Atlantic Coast 

Theatre For Youth. Funded by the 

Friends of the Bruton Memorial 

Library. 

Family Movie:  Monday, June 4
th
, 

3:00 p.m. Join us for popcorn and a 

family movie at the library! Children 

are welcome to bring a blanket to lie 

on. Fun for the whole family! 

Refreshments funded by the Friends of 

the Bruton Memorial Library.  Movie 

is rated PG.  All ages. 

Paws for Reading with Bonnie the 

Therapy Dog!: Wednesdays, June 6
th
, 

13
th
, 20th and 27

th
, 4:00 PM-5:00 p.m. 

Bonnie loves to snuggle up with 

anyone who wants to share a book and 

some pats on the head. You can find 

her on the couch in the children’s area. 

Reading with Bonnie can help children 

improve reading, communication skills 

and build confidence. Bonnie is a Shih 

Tzu Reading Therapy Dog certified by 

the Alliance of Therapy Dogs.  

Bedtime Stories: Wednesdays, June 

6
th
, 13

th
, 20

th
 and 27

th
, 6:30 PM-7:00 

p.m. Evening storytime.  Ages 3 – 7.  

Registration required.  

Readers Rock!:  Thursdays, June 7
th
, 

14
th
, 21

st
 and 28

th
, 10:30-11:00 a.m. 

Stories for ages 3 – 5.  Registration 

required. Registration begins June 2nd. 

The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit by 

Bits and Pieces Puppets Theatre 

Thursday, June 7
th
, 3:00 PM-3:50 p.m. 

A new, all-puppet adaptation of the 

classic tale about a mischievous rabbit 

who learns mother knows best. 

Presented by Bits N Pieces Puppet 

Theatre. Ages 5-12. 

 

Sounds of Nature!: Monday, June 

11
th
, 3:00 p.m. Celebrate the noises of 

animals, rainfall and other parts of 

nature. For ages 5-12.   

Mr. Brad’s Music:  

Tuesday, June 12
th
, 10:00 a.m. –10:50 

a.m. Mr. Brad is a multi-

instrumentalist who plays fun 

traditional and original children’s 

songs on guitar, violin, drums, piano, 

mandolin, and flute. For ages 18m-7. 

Funded by the Friends of the Bruton 

Memorial Library. 

 

Drum Circle by Giving Tree Music: 

Monday, June 14
th
, 3:00 p.m. Drum, 

dance, laugh, and learn about rhythm, 

gratitude, and community. Presented 

by Giving Tree Music.  All ages.                                                                                                 

Funded by the Friends of the Bruton 

Memorial Library. 

Read on the Go with myON®:  

Monday, June 18
th
, 3:00 p.m. 

The myON® Street Team hosts 

interactive activities that encourage  
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Library Corner 

 

 

 

collaboration and celebrate reading. 

Presented by myON®, a digital library 

for children available to all 

Hillsborough County residents.  Ages 

5-12.  Limit 25.  Registration required. 

 

ABCs and 123s of Yoga: Tuesday, 

June 19
th
, 10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Kids 

benefit from yoga too! Lucky Cat 

Yoga introduces yoga to toddlers using 

basic yoga postures. Bring a towel or 

yoga mat and wear comfortable 

clothing. For children ages 18m to 5 

and their caregivers.  Funded by the 

Friends of the Bruton Memorial 

Library. 

Didgeridoo Down Under: Thursday, 

June 21
st
, 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. A 

high-energy, Australia-themed show 

that combines music, culture, puppetry, 

comedy, character building, 

storytelling and audience participation.  

Ages 5-12. 

 

Libraries Rock! (Green Screen Open 

Lab): Monday, June 25
th
, 3:00 p.m. – 

3:50 p.m. Take fun photos of yourself 

on stage, in the band and rocking out at 

the library using our green screen! 

Librarian-led. For ages 5-12. 

Equipment for this program funded by 

the Friends of the Jimmie B. Keel 

Regional Library. Support for this 

program is provided by The Hive, a 

public makerspace at the John F. 

Germany Public Library. 

Amazing Magic Show by Cesar 

Domico: Thursday, June 28
th

, 3:00 

p.m. – 3:50 p.m. Prepare to be amazed 

– and laugh! – at this energetic, 

creative magic show.                    For 

ages 5-12.   

Teens Programs 

Teen Game Zone: Rock the Library! 

Tuesday, June 5
th
, 3:30 p.m. Dance and 

rock out playing video games at the 

library on our large projection screens. 

Bring your friends and get in the zone! 

For grades 6-12.  

Beeps & Beats with LittleBits Synths 

Tuesday, June 12
th
, 3:30 p.m. Learn 

how synthesizers work, and build real 

working synths with KORG LittleBits 

Synth kits! For students entering 

grades 6 - 12. Limit of 20 participants.   

 

Make a Diddly Bow: Tuesday, June 

19
th
, 3:30 p.m. Use a dowel rod, small 

box, and metal string to create a one 

string guitar to impress your friends 

and family! Presented by Ashley’s Art 

Assembly. For grades 6-12. Limit of 

15 participants. Call to register.   

 

Teen Book Club: Dragonsong by 

Anne McCaffrey: Tuesday, June 26
th
, 

3:30 p.m. Do you love reading? 

Looking for something new? Join us 

for our monthly Teen Book Club! We 

read and talk about books selected by 

teens like you! On Tuesday, June 26
th
 

at 3:30 PM we will be discussing 

Dragonsong by Anne McCaffrey. 

Come join the discussion and help 

select future books for the group to 

read. Copies of the book are available 

at Bruton Memorial Library for check 

out. For grades 6 - 12.  
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Keel & Curley Winery Presents…. 

 

Wednesday, June 20th, 2018 Keel & Curley Winery in Plant City, FL is hosting the Men of the 

Magic Mike show for Ladies Night Out. This is the Ultimate Las Vegas Experience for you and 

all of your girlfriends. These hot male models will be performing your personal fantasy acts live 

on stage, including "Fifty Shades of Grey", only at Keel & Curley Winery. 

Let these Calendar Men take care of you the way you deserve on this special Ladies Night. These 

men have been featured in Men of Playgirl Magazine, Cuffs and Collars, Men's Fitness 

Magazine and they come straight to you from Sin City, Las Vegas Nevada. 

 

Get here early for best seating!! Then hold on tight because the show starts at 8:00 pm. 

For tickets, visit www.keelandcurleywinery.com. For questions, please call 702-741-4896 

 

You must be 21 or older to attend the event.  

 

$25.00 each for Advance Tickets 

 

$35.00 each Day of Event 

 


