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American Pickers to Film in Florida 

ñAmerican Pickers,ò the popular 

History Channel show that proves the 

adage ñone manôs trash is another 

manôs treasureò is returning to Florida 

in December and is scouting for picks 

in Hillsborough county. 

According to a release from the History 

Channel, famed pickers Mike Wolfe 

and Frank Fritz are asking area 

residents who have large antique 

collections to contact them.  

 ñAmerican Pickersò is a documentary 

series that explores the world of antique 

picking. It follows Wolfe and Fritz as 

they travel the country scouring private 

collections in hopes of rescuing 

forgotten relics and turning these 

buried treasures into profit.  

Along the way, the Pickers want to 

meet characters with remarkable and 

exceptional items. The pair hopes to 

give historically significant objects a 

new lease on life, while learning a thing 

or two about Americaôs past along the 

way. Mike and Frank have seen a lot of 

rusty gold over the years and are 

always looking to discover something 

theyôve never seen before. They are 

ready to find extraordinary items and 

hear fascinating tales about them. 

 

 

In many cases, these hidden gems 

tell colorful stories about 

Americaôs past. 

Anyone with a large, private 

collection or accumulation of 

antiques that the pickers can spend 

the better part of the day looking 

through, can send their name, 

phone number, location and 

description of the collection with 

photos to 

americanpickers@cineflix.com 
or call 855-OLD-RUST. 

No stores, malls, flea markets, 

museums, auctions, businesses or 

anything open to the public will be 

considered for the show. 
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 Just a 
Thought ä

 
 
By: Christine 
Wynne  
Editor  

The last Thursday of November is 

officially Thanksgiving Day in the 

United States as so decreed by 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 

1941, signing a joint resolution of 

Congress back when our federal 

government actually functioned. 

Today, Congress canôt agree on the 

time of day, let alone what day of the 

month to celebrate Thanksgiving. 

Our modern Thanksgiving holiday was 

first declared by President Abraham 

Lincoln in 1863 in hopes of bringing 

some unity between the Northern and 

Southern states, who were busy 

fighting an uncivil war. As we all 

know, that was a floperoo. Not only did 

it not unify us, we have stuck-in-the-

past zealots on both sides who are still 

fighting it. Get over it. 

The first Thanksgiving was celebrated 

in 1621 in Plymouth, Massachusetts, by 

the grateful survivors of the Mayflower 

voyage from England ð our first 

illegal immigrants ð and a group of 

Native Americans who taught the 

Pilgrims how to grow corn and, in 

hindsight, may wish now they had let 

the crowd float on back to Europe since 

they ended up taking over 

Massachusetts and acting like it had 

been theirs all along.  

In truth, Thanksgiving shouldnôt be a 

one-day affair. It should be ongoing ð 

all day, every day. Sadly, we are a 

racially, ethnically and politically 

divided bunch of ingrates living in the 

greatest country on Earth who refuse to 

acknowledge our blessings and instead 

obsess on our differences. Isnôt it ironic 

that we tweet about our right to 

exercise our freedom of expression, but 

donôt give thanks that we live in a 

country that permits us to do so. In fact, 

we emphasize our freedom of 

expression by dishonoring our country. 

Only in America. 

Thanksgiving is the quintessential 

American holiday, encompassing 

nature, family and, of course, food. We 

are blessed to live in a bountiful land. I 

feel as if I have always been grateful 

and thankful for my blessings in life, 

but I also feel that I might not have 

always expressed my gratefulness or 

thankfulness. Because of that failure I 

make a purposed effort during this time 

of my óthanksgivingô to express my 

thanks and gratitude to all of my 

friends and family. 

I am thankful that you read and 

respond, whether you agree with me or 

not. And I am thankful to have the 

opportunity to have these monthly 

conversations. My cup runneth over. 

May I never forget that. Thank you. 

This is a community paper and we are 

happy to print your stories, 

announcements, opinions and letters to 

the editor. Different opinions and 

interests are welcome. Drop me a line 

at editor@plantcityguide.com. 
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Recovering in the Bahamas  

More than a month has passed since 

Hurricane Dorian made landfall on two 

northern islands of The Bahamas. 

Already, Grand Bahama Island is 

rebounding with many of its hotels and 

attractions reopened and plans for its 

airport to resume international service 

soon. While The Abacos face a longer 

road to recovery, the country remains 

resilient and steadfast in its commitment 

to help the island rebuild by maintaining 

a healthy flow of tourism ï which 

accounts for half of the country's GDP ï 

to the islands that were not affected by 

the storm. 

Open for Business 

Nassau and Paradise Island 

This pair of islands which are home to 

the country's most extensive array of 

resorts, hotels, restaurants and tour 

operators were not affected by Hurricane 

Dorian and are operating normally. With 

seasonal hotel incentives and increased 

airlift, it is easier than ever to visit. 

The Out Islands 

With the exception of The Abacos, the 

Out Islands are open and operating as 

usual. Some resorts and lodges take a 

fall hiatus for annual leave or renewal 

projects, but there are many options for 

accommodations. Airports, ports and 

marinas are open across the islands. 

Grand Bahama Island 

Grand Bahama Island is back to business 

welcoming travelers at its cruise port, 

and will soon welcome international 

travelers when the airport reopens next 

month. Ferries and cruise lines, 

including Balearia, Bahamas Paradise 

Cruise Line and Carnival Cruise Line, 

are already bringing travelers to 

Freeport to experience a number of 

excursions and sites that have 

reopened. The airport is operating 

domestic flights via temporary 

facilities and will welcome its first 

international flight on November 15. 

Numerous hotels and resorts are 

already open or expected to re-open 

within weeks. 

Recovering and Rebuilding 

The Abacos 

Abaco has the longest road to 

recovery with virtually no viable 

options for leisure tourism in the near 

future. The current focus is on re-

opening local government complexes 

and restoring basic services to 

facilitate rebuilding. 

Response to Hurricane Dorian 

Nassau is the central hub for the 

Hurricane Dorian recovery process. 

People who have been displaced by 

the storm are being accommodated on 

the island, with the most recent 

information from The Bahamas 

National Emergency Management 

Association (NEMA) indicating that 

895 individuals are being housed 

across six shelters. 

How to Help 

One of the best things people can do 

to help, now more than ever is to visit. 

The Bahamas is open for business and 

still delivering the tropical getaway 

the country is known for. In addition 

to planning a trip to The Bahamas, 

those who wish to contribute can find 

a list of The Bahamas' verified 

partners at 

www.bahamas.com/relief. 
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Spotlight on Entertainment   
 

Plant City Entertainment Presentsää 

 A light, bright, and hilariously t uneful 

homage to the glamorous and hopeful movie 

musicals of the 1930s. The sweet and salty 

script, full of wisecracks and vintage slang, is 

by George Haimsohn and Robin Miller and 

features music by Jim Wise. 

Directed by Michael Mercer 

 

 

CAST 

Ruby ï Sara Demolli 

Dick ï Tyler McElrath 

Joan ï Brittany Thomas 

Lucky  ï Coy Permenter 

Mona Kent ï Mollie Anderson 

Chorus/Dancer ï Aidan MacGirvin 

Chorus/Dancer ï Olivia Carr 

Chorus/Dancer ï Rachel Dummeldinger 

Chorus/Dancer ï Taylor Hendershot 

Hennessy/Captain ï John Harrer 

Show Dates:  November 15, 16, 17*, 22, 23, 24* 

All evening performances at 8:00 p.m.  *Sunday matinee at 2:00 p.m. 

Theater opens at 6:30 p.m. for evening performances and at 12:30 p.m. for 

matinees. 

Tickets are $20 for adults, $18 for students and senior citizens and $15 for PCE 

members or groups of 10+.  Reservations are recommended. Advance tickets 

may be purchased online by credit card via PayPal at 

www.PCEShows.com 

Tickets are also available at the door. 

The Plant City Entertainment is located at 101 North Thomas Street. 
 
 
 

http://www.pceshows.com/
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Spotlight on Entertainment   
 

Valrico Village Players  Presentsää 

Bringing Charles Dickensô beloved novel to 

life, Lionel Bartôs Oliver! takes audiences on a 

wild adventure through Victorian England. 

Join young,orphaned Oliver Twist as he 

navigates the Londonôs underworld of theft 

and violence, searching for a home, a family, 

and - most importantly - for love. When Oliver 

is picked up on the street by a boy named the 

Artful Dodger, he is welcomed into a gang of 

child pickpockets led by the conniving, but 

charismatic, Fagin. When Oliver is falsely 

accused of a theft he didnôt commit, he is 

rescued by a kind and wealthy gentleman, to the dismay of Faginôs violent 

sidekick, Bill Sykes. Caught in the middle is the warm-hearted Nancy, who is 

trapped under Billôs thumb, but desperate to help Oliver, with tragic results. 

With spirited, timeless songs like ñAs Long as He Needs Me,ò ñFood, 

Glorious Food,ò and ñWhere is Love,ò Oliver! is a musical classic. 

Evening performances at 8:00 p.m. on: 

Friday, December 6 

Saturday, December 7 

Friday, December 13 

Saturday, December 14 

Friday, December 20 

Saturday, December 21 

Matinee performances at 3:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, December 8 

Sunday, December 15 

 

Contact the Box Office for more info: (813) 480-3147 

Tickets are $18 for adults, $15 for students and senior citizens and $12 for 

members or group advance sales. Reservations are recommended and can be 

purchased in advance online at www.thevillageplayersvalrico.com. Tickets 

are available at the door as well. 

Valrico Village Players is located at the James McCabe Theatre 506 N. 

5th Street, Valrico, FL 33594 
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Epcot Food & Wine Festival Brings a World of Fla vor  
 

A culinary mashup of global cultures 

and gourmet innovation will bring 

irresistible bites, sips, entertainment and 

family fun to the 24
th
 Epcot International 

Food & Wine Festival, Aug. 29-Nov. 23, 

2019. This year, the celebrated summer-

into-fall festival at Walt Disney World 

Resort will add a dozen extra days, 

expanding the foodie celebration to a 

delicious 87 days. 

Epcot guests can begin with the aromas 

and flavors of 30 festive global food and 

wine marketplaces that extend from 

Future World to encircle the World 

Showcase promenade. New 

marketplaces include the Appleseed 

Orchard Marketplace, where guests can 

pair apple-inspired beers, ciders and 

cocktails like the Apple Blossom Sky 

while nibbling on Charcuterie and 

Cheese. Brews, ciders and wines will be 

offered individually or as flights, and 

kids of all ages can enjoy a deliciously 

sweet Frozen Apple Pie drink. 

More sweet and savory treats will debut 

at The Alps Marketplace, a tasty new 

spot where guests can conjure a snow-

capped setting while dipping into a dish 

of Warm Raclette Swiss Cheese with 

Baby Potatoes, Cornichons and 

Baguette, or Venison Stew with Crushed 

Potatoes paired with refreshing Frozen 

Rosé. 

Guests can also enjoy special tastings 

and pairings, plus premium dining 

events featuring chef personalities such 

as Maneet Chauhan, Rick Bayless, Rock 

Harper and Florida darling Art Smith. 

Reservations for special programming  

 

 and premium festival events can be 

made by calling (407) WDW-FEST. 

Back by popular demand, the Disney 

du Jour Dance Party in Future World 

will expand to seven days a week. 

Sundays through Thursdays, a DJ will 

lead the interactive fun. Fridays and 

Saturdays, Radio Disney stars will 

pump up the mix with live 

performances. The celebrity lineup 

includes actress-singer Meg Donnelly 

(ñWith U,ò Disney Channelôs 

ñZombiesò) Aug. 30-31; Jenna Raine 

(ñA Letter to Meò) Sept. 13-14; Sky 

Katz (ñLike This,ò Disney Channelôs 

ñRavenôs Homeò) Oct. 11-12; and 

JAGMAC (ñLike a Bandò) Oct. 18-

19. 

Other family activities on tap are 

Remyôs Ratatouille Hide & Squeak 

scavenger hunt and the popular Candy 

Sushi interactive experience. 

Families can also enjoy the all-

new Emileôs Fromage 

Montage, where they can sample a 

variety of delicious cheeses served in 

inventive ways. Guests can purchase 

any five cheese dishes from the  
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official Global Marketplaces listed in the 

Festival Passport and collect a stamp for 

each cheese dish purchased. Once guests 

collect all five stamps, they can take the 

stamped Festival Passport to 

Shimmering Sips for a complimentary 

specialty cheesecake unique to the Epcot 

International Food & Wine Festival. 

Throughout the event, guests can dish 

with their favorite celebrity and Disney 

chefs and book seats for tasting and 

dining events in Mexico, France, Italy 

and other World Showcase pavilions. 

Thirty -six musical acts will perform at 

the America Gardens Theatre during the 

festival nightly - 249 concerts in all. 

These performers represent a diverse 

collection of the biggest musical menu 

of top talent.  

Showtimes Sundays through Thursdays 

will be 5:30, 6:45 and 8 p.m.; Friday and 

Saturday shows are slated for 6:30, 7:45 

and 9:00 p.m. 

Eat to the Beat Dining Packages will 

let guests choose their favorite restaurant 

for a delicious breakfast, lunch or dinner, 

plus guaranteed concert seating that 

evening. 

Eat to the Beat Concerts 

¶ Plain White Tôs - August 29 thru 31  

¶ Sawyer Brown ï September 1 thru 2  

¶ MercyMe - September 3 thru 4 

¶ Grace Kelly - September 5 thru 6  

¶ Zach Williams ï September 7 thru 8  

¶ Lauren Daigle ïSeptember 9 thru 10  

¶ Jimmie Allen ï September 11 thru 12  

¶ Tiffany  - September 13 thru 15  

 

¶ Smash Mouth - September 16 

thru 17  

¶ Everclear - September 18 thru 19  

¶ STARSHIP featuring Mickey 

Thomas - September 20 thru 22  

¶ Postmodern Jukebox ï Sept. 23 

thru 24  

¶ Blue October ï Sept. 25 thru 26  

¶ Mark Wills  ï Sept. 27 thru 29  

¶ Sugar Ray ï Sept. 30 thru Oct. 2  

¶ Taylor Dayne - October 3 thru 4  

¶ INDIA ï October 5 thru 6  

¶ 98° - October 7 thru 9  

¶ Boyce Avenue ï Oct. 10 thru 11  

¶ Southern Avenue ï October 12 

thru 13  

¶ Kenny G - October 14 thru 15  

¶ 38 Special - October 16 thru 17  

¶ Baha Men - October 18 thru 20  

¶ Billy Ocean ï Oct. 21 thru 22  

¶ Sheila E. - October 23 thru 25  

¶ High Valley ï Oct. 26 thru 27  

¶ Hanson - October 28 thru 30  

¶ Sheena Easton - Oct. 31 thru 

November 1  

¶ Kris Allen ï November 2 thru 3  

¶ Boyz II Men ï Nov. 4 thru 6  

¶ The Hooters ï Nov. 7 thru 8  

¶ Big Bad Voodoo Daddy - 

November 9 through 11  

¶ Joey Fatone and Friends, 

featuring Chris Kirkpa trick 

and Ryan Cabrera ï NEW!  
November 12 through 14  

¶ BBMak ï November 15 thru 16  

¶ Spanish Harlem Orchestra ï 

November 17 thru18  

¶ DCappella ï November 19 I  
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Social Scene  

 

 

¶ Annual Plant City Clay Shoot 

November 8 - 8:00 a.m. 

 Fishawk Sporting Clays 

¶ Empty Bowls Project  

November 9 - 8:00 a.m. ï 1:30 p.m. 

 Robert W. Willaford Railroad 

Museum 

¶ Strawberry Classic Car Show  

November 16 ï 3:00 ï 8:00 p.m. 

Historic Downtown 

¶ Pig Jam 

November 22 - 5:00 ï 10:00 p.m. 

 Nov. 23 ï 10:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

Randy Larson Softball Fourplex 

¶ Business After Hours 

November 12 ï 5:15 p.m. ï 7:00 

Clayton Jenkins Construction 

¶ Rise Up with David Sullivan 

November 20 ï 7:30 a.m. ï 9:00 

Krazy Kup 

¶ Food Truck Rally  

November 29 ï 5:00 ï 9:00 pm 

Historic Downtown & McCall  

¶ Live Music 

Thursdays ï 8:00p.m.ï12:00a.m. 

1916 Irish Pub 

¶ Live Music 

Fridays & Saturdays ï 6:30 p.m. ï 

10:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays ï 6:00 p.m.-8:30pm 

Keel & Curley Winery 

  

Salon, Nails and Tanning  

Services include Facials, Pedicures, Manicures, Gel 
Nails, Spray Tan and Waxing  

**Call Sloan  at (813) 393 -6417 for new client specials**  

1513 James L. Redman Parkway, Suite 102A, Plant City   
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ONE TANK GETAWAY  

Indian Rocks Beach  

Vacations provide some of your familyôs 

best memories: spending quality family 

time together, meeting Mickey Mouse 

for the first time, or simply experiencing 

a new place. 

Most family vacations are filled with 

loads of fun for the kids and an equal 

amount of stress for the parents.  Some 

of the common questions parents hear 

areéwhere are we going? What will we 

do when we get there? Are we there yet?  

Some common complaints areéIôm 

hungry, or worse yet, Iôm bored! 

We recently found the perfect family 

vacation spot with something for 

everyone and none of the stress.  It is the 

perfect place for a week-long vacation, 

or in our case, a weekend getaway. 

The Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites 

Clearwater Beach South Harbourside in 

Indian Rocks Beach has something 

everyone in the family will enjoy.  My 

favorite part is that once you park your 

car, you wonôt have to touch your keys 

again until you are ready to return home. 

Pleasantly away from the bustling tourist 

areas of nearby Clearwater Beach and St. 

Petersburg, the Holiday Inn is located in 

the much quieter Indian Rocks Beach. 

Indian Rocks Beach has been identified 

by a major newspaper for being one of 

the few remaining quaint beach towns, 

essentially unspoiled by commercialism. 

Indian Rocks Beach is a charming beach 

town situated on a barrier island between 

the Gulf of Mexico and the Intracoastal  

 

Waterway on Floridaôs Suncoast. 

Clearwater lies to the north and St. 

Petersburg to the south. 

A throwback to old Florida, Indian 

Rocks Beach features beautiful dune-

lined beaches dotted with local 

restaurants, small shops and vacation 

cottages. This is the perfect place for 

serene walks along a pristine three 

mile stretch of white sand. 

If you walk along the shoreline, you 

can expect to see and hear active 

wildlife above and below the water. It 

is not unusual to spot manatees and 

dolphins close to shore. Often you can 

spot ospreys, herons, ibis and even an 

occasional Roseatte spoonbill along 

the palms. 

Rooms at the Holiday Inn range from 

one bedroom suites to a 1,200-square-

foot villa. All of the accommodations 

feature warm wood furnishings set in 

a palette of clean whites and blues to 

remind you of the shimmering waters 

of the Intracoastal Waterway right 

outside your window. 
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Other amenities include the hotelôs 50-

slip marina, a pool, jacuzzi and 18-hole 

mini golf course. For foodies, onsite is 

Jimmy Iguanaôs a restaurant with indoor 

and outdoor dining, a full bar and live 

music daily. Plus, the Cruzan Rum 

Shack serves up tasty tropical 

concoctions - frozen or on the rocks! 

And best of all, the hotel is next door to 

Splash Harbour Water Park. This family-

friendly water park is the perfect 

destination for staying cool and having 

fun in the sun. The interactive water 

features in Treasure Cove Splash Zone 

are perfect for toddlers and grade 

schoolers.  My teenagers couldnôt get 

enough of the heart-stopping drop of 

Smugglers Run and Pirates Plunge, a 

tube slide and body slide respectively, 

that are 42 feet high and over 400 feet 

long. 

As for me, I loved the 600 feet of 

winding turns on the Great White River, 

and relaxing in the zero entry Blue 

Lagoon Big Pool complete with 

raindrop mushrooms and waterfall. 

Our family never had to go more than 

two blocks of the hotel the whole 

weekend.  We spent our mornings on the 

beach, which is a two block walk from 

the hotel.  When the temperature got too 

hot, we headed over to the waterpark and 

spent a few hours there.  

www.splashharbourwaterpark.com 

The fun never ended. At the onsite 

marina, we found a host of tours and 

water sports, including kayak, paddle 

board and jet ski rentals.  We opted to 

take a two hour sunset cruise with 

Captain Carlos of Outland Boat Tours 

(www.outlandboattour.com). 

  I know some will However 

Carlos is a captain licensed by the 

U.S. Coast guard, first aid 

and safety training. His wife Catalin

,a first mate and nurse, are a fun 

couple to spend the Day Island 

hopping. They offer a variety of 

tours that go out to some of the 

nearby islands like Honeymoon 

Island, Caladesi Island and Three 

Rooker Island. 

He has a 27 foot pontoon boat that 

he calls the óOutland Funship.ô   

The boat holds ten passengers and 

has two decks of entertainment with 

a top deck that includes a waterslide 

and two oversized lounge chairs 

that are great for tanning or relaxing 

with a great view.  The main deck is 

very spacious with comfortable 

lounge style seating and tables. 

Guests are welcome to bring their 

own food and drinks.  A state of the 

art stereo system ensures the party 

is loud.  A large, private changing 

room with a toilet makes the 

experience complete. 

For information and reservations for 

the Holiday Inn, please call  

(727) 595-9484 or 

visit www.hiharbourside.com. 
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